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USTA - Junior Team Tennis (JTT) Abilene 
Rules and Regulations

Players and Eligibility

· Must follow the age requirements for the five categories: 8&under, 10&under, 12&under, 14&under , 18&under
· Must be a current member of the USTA for the duration of the local league season, including the state playoffs
· If a player turns 19 before May 31st (Spring)  or  before Nov 20 (Fall), he/she is not eligible to participate
· Championship or Super Championship qualified players must play in the Advanced level
· If a player becomes Championship or Super Championship qualified after the first match of the season has been
     played, that player may continue to play in his/her current level
· Players with a national ranking and/or endorsements are eligible to participate in the Advanced level
· Must play at least three matches in one category during regular league play to be eligible for the playoffs
· Must be three teams per category in order to advance to the playoffs
· May play in more than one league level during regular weekly play but will only be allowed to play in one level

     at the playoffs

· May play only two events during a weekly dual match

· Must contact team captain if unable to attend a dual match

· Must provide own water

· Must wear clothing with pockets

· Must adhere to the good sportsmanship guidelines and will be penalized if not followed

Captains

· Must be present for the entire dual match 
· If the captain cannot attend a dual match, he/she must designate an assistant captain to attend along with contacting
    the Commissioner alerting he/she to the situation

· Cannot coach or call lines during play

· If a problem occurs, one or both captains may go on the court to help settle the problem.  In this case, the captain 
  must notify the other captain of the situation and any action taken

· May only have one team per season per category
· Must complete the scorecard with line-up, without looking at the opposing team’s line-up, five minutes prior to the
    scheduled start time of the match.  
· Must complete and/or sign the scorecard at the end of each match
· Is responsible for submitting the sportsmanship ballot to the Commissioner immediately following the match
Scoring and Match Play

· Players/captains must arrive 15 minutes prior to the scheduled start time of the match
· If a player is placed in the line-up and shows late for his/her match, the USTA point penalty system is in effect and
       after 15 minutes of no arrival, his/her match will be defaulted
· A dual match will consist of two doubles lines (boys or girls or mixed) and four singles lines (boy or girl)
· If four players are present for a match, a complete match can be played.  Not all team players must be

      present at every match to play a complete a match.
· Scoring will be one no-ad set (first one to eight games) except the 8 & under and 10 & under age categories will 
     use the QuickStart Tennis format
· A five minute warm-up is allowed.  If all players have competed in a match that day, no warm-up is permitted

· A player arriving more than 15 minutes late will automatically default his/her match.  A player will not be defaulted 
      if he/she is still playing his/her singles or doubles match when a court becomes available for his/her other match

· If the entire team arrives more than 15 minutes late, it will automatically default the match and will be ineligible for
     the playoffs and subject to withdrawal from the league

· A team receives one point for each game won and the team with the most points wins the dual match

· Reschedules will be considered on a case by case basis only and only in advance if approved by the Commissioner.
· A default counts as zero games won for the defaulting player and eight games won for the non-defaulting player

· If you have questions regarding the dual match, please call your team captain, NOT the Coordinator or the tennis
     facility
Rosters

· Advanced/Intermediate/Beginner divisions:  must have a minimum of six players and a maximum of eight players

 (10/12u green, orange or red may be any combination of girls or boys, 12/14/18u must have 3 or 4 girls AND 3 or 4 boys)
· Any roster changes must be submitted to the Coordinator  no later than the Wednesday before the first
 match of the season and the earlier the better

· A player must play for the team on whose roster his/her name appears.  Schools or Clubs with more than one team
     may not move players from team to team

· Rosters are permanent after the first match.  No new players may be moved after this date.  However, requests for
       additions or replacements due to illness or injury may be considered by the Coordinator.  Once a player’s name
       is dropped from a roster, that player may not return to the league that season

· All players must be on a roster

· If a player who does not register and become part of the roster competes in a match, his/her match will be
       considered a default

Home Team

· Will supply two new cans of USTA approved tennis balls for the match

· Is responsible for submitting the scorecard, signed by both captains, to the Coordinator immediately 
following the match 

Protests and Grievances

· Must be submitted, in writing, to the Grievance Committee within 48 hours of the match

Weather Conditions

· If weather conditions make play questionable, the two opposing captains are responsible for conferring with each
       other and the Coordinator or site director, whichever is present, to decide if the match should continue or 
      be rescheduled

· If play is suspended because of weather conditions, captains must record exactly where everyone is in their match as
       they come off the courts (including the scores of the games in progress and who was serving).  Play should
       resume where it left off when the teams return to the courts and line-ups may not be altered

· Contact the Coordinator immediately if play is suspended to determine when the match will be rescheduled

· If there is inclement weather on multiple Sunday afternoons, the Coordinator  may need to reschedule matches 
      for other days during the week or two matches may be played on a Sunday
· If  necessary, Captains can reschedule matches as needed.  All matches must be complete by the last Sunday of play and score sheets turned in.  Both captains must agree on match re-schedule date/time.  Notify coordinator of agreed date/time reschedule. 
Friends and Family

· Are not permitted on the court at any time

· Must sit outside the fence, unless stands are present inside the fence, to watch the matches.  
Player benches are not stands.
· Must not volunteer advice on line calls, scoring, or the conduct of a match

· Must follow good sportsmanship guidelines 

Playoffs

· The team with the most points (ie…games won total) at the end of the season will compete in the playoffs

· If there is a tie, the winning team will be determined by who won the most games in the head to head match.  If still
       tied, the teams’ captains will designate doubles players for a match tiebreak 
       (first to ten by a margin of two) for the match
· If three teams tie, the team with the most games won in the head to head match will advance.  If still tied, the team
       with the least amount of games lost will advance.  If still tied, the Grievance Committee will decide a fair way
       to break the tie

Please note that all USTA rules and regulations will be followed and the Point Penalty system will be in effect
Abilene Tennis Association’s Player/Spectator/Parent Guide & Rules for UTR Tournaments
Here is an overview of the role of a parent/spectator & player during our UTR Tournaments
Before the match, parents/spectators/players need to …
· Make sure players get to the match at least 15 minutes before the match time.

· Make sure every player has the proper equipment (racquets & water)

· Each player/spectator/parent should have a positive attitude and good sportsmanship so that the player displays the same on the court.
During the match, parents/spectators/players need to …
· Clap for ALL good shots. Cheer for both your player and his/her opponent.  Tennis spectators are positive towards all players on court.

· Allow the players to keep their own score. Even if you know the players have called out the wrong score, parents or spectators should not help the players keep score.   This is part of the growing and learning process that younger players must go through.

· Parents nor Spectators should not help call lines. The players must make ALL calls during the match.

· Parents nor Spectators cannot give advice to players during the match. Coaching from parents/spectators during a match is illegal. 

· Parents and spectators must sit outside the fence during matches.

· Make sure each player reports the score to the site director and to see when or if they play again. At most UTR Tournaments, the players will play three matches.
CRUCIAL REMINDERS

Reminder to all players, parents and spectators that there is absolutely “NO COACHING, NEGATIVE YELLING, CALLING OF LINES OR SCORES, OR TALKING TO THE PLAYERS WHILE THEY ARE ON THE COURT OR ABUSING THE OFFICIALS, SITE DIRECTOR OR ATA REPRESENTATIVE.”
If this happens the parent/player/spectator will be asked to leave the match immediately. If there is a second incident, the player will not be allowed to play in the next UTR. Third incident, the player will not be able to play in an ATA UTR for a year. The Abilene Tennis Association hosts these tournaments to help improve the play of the players and will strictly enforce these rules.
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